United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

P.O. Box 1450 
• Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

vww.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/532,448 


04/22/2005 


Udo Haberland 


20020525-2 


1687 



27623 7590 05/08/2007 

OHLANDT, GREELEY, RUGGIERO & PERLE, LLP 
ONE LANDMARK SQUARE, lOTH FLOOR 
STAMFORD, CT 06901 



EXAMINER 



LEE, HWA S 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2886 



MAIL DATE 



05/08/2007 



DELIVERY MODE 



PAPER 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 
10/532,448 


Applicant(s) 

HABERLAND, UDO 


Examiner 
Andrew Hwa S. Lee 


Art Unit 
2886 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 3-11, 14-19 objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form because 
a multiple dependent claim should refer to other claims in the alternative only, and cannot 
depend from any other multiple dependent claim. See MPEP § 608.0 l(n). Accordingly, the 
claims not been further treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. The third clause of Claim 1 is indefinite since there appears that three signals (a 
reference signal, a component signal, and a superimposed signal) are being superimposed, rather 
than two signals being superimposed to result in a superimposed signal. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1, 2, 12, 13, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Putnam et al. (US 5,528,367). 
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With respect to claims 1, 12, and 20, Putnam et al. (Putnam hereinafter) show an in-line 
fiber optic strain sensing comprising the steps of: 

intermittently providing a load signal (59, 61) to the component (32 A), 
providing a measurement signal (R2) to the component, so that the component can 

o 

influence the measurement signal to create a component signal (R2 reflected from surface 21) 
influenced by the component, superimposing a reference signal (Rl) with the component signal 
to a superimposed signal (R1+R2), 

detecting (57) the superimposed signal when the loading signal is not present (column 4, 
lines 56+) at the component to provide an information containing signal, and processing the 
information containing signal to determine an optical property of the component dependent on a 
property of the load signal (wherein the property of the load signal is the non-existence of the 
load signal). 

With respect to claims 2 and 13, please see column 4, lines 56+. 

With respect to the use of "adapted to" in claim 20, it has been held that the recitation 
that an element is "adapted to" performing a function is not a positive limitation but only 
requires the ability to so perform'. It does not constitute a limitation in any patentable sense. In 
re Hutchison, 69 VS?Q\3S, 
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Anynnquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew Hwa S. Lee whose telephone number is 571-272-2419. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Tue-Fr. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tarifur R. Chowdhury can be reached on 571-272-2800. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2886 



